3M              ART IN MALAY PENINSULA

Though the central shrine is undoubtedly Siamese in style,
there is a small building in the court-yard (PL LXXIV, Fig. 3)
which M. Claeys regards as a miniature reproduction of the
original shrine. M. Claeys has demonstrated the wide-spread
custom that when an old shrine was substituted by a new one,
a small miniature of it was preserved in the precincts.
M. Claeys has also drawn attention to the fact that the style of
this small building recalls the architecture of Candi Kalasan
in Java and the temples of Dong Duong and Mison in Champa.
This will appear from the plan and elevation1.

There are a few Brahmanical temples in Nakhon Sri
Thammarat. One of them, Ho Phra Isuon, has been described
by Dr. H, Q. Quaritch Wales and M. Claeys, both of whom
emphasise the strong Indo-Javanese style of the building.
Dr. Wales thinks that the style is even more primitive than
anything found on the Dieng Plateau in Java, and remarks:
"But just as the little colony of Brahmans, who trace
their descent from India, exist in this great centre of Buddhism
as a survival from an earlier order, so they have preserved
in their little temples the memory of an early Indian colonial
type of architectureV Unfortunately, the photograph of the
temple, as published by Dr. Wales, does not give sufficient
details for an archaeological description.
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